
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                            OCTOBER 18, 2015 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 21st  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 262 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I think my life should go a certain way or look a 

certain way.  I am unable to actualize what I think I should be 
because something inside me will not comply with the image.  I 
think of you as the one who gives me the image I have as to how 
my life should go, and I think of myself as needing to choose what 
will make the image real.  Choosing what will make the image real 
is the part I play in having a religious life, and is what I do to help 
me have steadiness in a life that often feels chaotic.  What if in 
point of fact you are what undergirds my inability to actualize the 
image I always attribute to you?  What if you are what sustains 
the passion I feel which will not allow me to settle into any image 
of my life.  If this is the case, then the part I play in having a 
religious life is that of responding to a passion I do not control nor 
entirely understand, yet which persistently draws me toward 
vitality in my life.  I am often faced with the opportunity of 
moving toward steadiness or vitality.  I often do not get a choice 
in that I am mechanically moved toward steadiness.  Apart from 
your continually moving me toward vitality I would solidify and 
become inflexible.  I count on you. 
 

Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 10:35-45 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 372 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 383 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Lunch 
FRIDAY       1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for October 25, 2015 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22); 

Hebrew 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52 
 

F.Y.I. 
 This Friday the Presbyterian Women will meet at the church at 
1:30pm.  The Lesson is #2.  Pam Novelly is the leader. The Hostess 
is Marolyn Bode. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will 
receive a Deacons offering. 
 We will begin our Contemplative Prayer group again.  Tuesday 
and Wednesday, late morning and early afternoons are the 
options.  There is a sign-up sheet to indicate your interest and 
availability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 10:35-45) 

 James and John basically want to be Number One. It is possible 
to read this text and think that Christ is frowning on their desire. 
However, the text does not say that. Christ does not chastise the 
brothers for asking, he just asks them if they are certain. 
 We need to clarify what is being referred to in the question 
Christ asks: “Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” I offer that 
both metaphors refer to Christ’s intention to be immersed in the 
life that is his and in the time in which he lived. This is the issue that 
was addressed in the baptism narrative where Christ agrees to this 
immersion. 

I think Christ is asking James and John if they are serious about 
getting to know their own life, becoming familiar with their own 
interior, and discovering how who they are internally influences 
the way they live their external life. Christ’s question is asking if this 
is merely an interest they have, a curiosity maybe; or, is it more a 
passion that possesses them. If it is a passion, then the immersion 
they seek will come for them, and they will find themselves in the 
middle of it. The question then is whether they are willing and able 
to respond to this passion that possesses them. The two reply they 
are able to respond, and Christ seems to agree because he states 
that the “cup” and “baptism” will be theirs. 

I wonder if an immersion like this does not require a passion to 
be Number One, especially in the beginning. Such a passion will 
quickly acquaint us with what lies in our own interior, especially 
with what is resistant and uncooperative, and that is the material 
into which our immersion is required. In this immersion we learn 
by experience that we cannot run like tyrants over the top of the 
different selves we are. We learn to be a servant of our different 
selves, and to be a slave to the work God does which integrates our 
many parts. Eventually we learn to not be concerned about being 
Number One – it belongs to whoever it belongs to and is no longer 
relevant to us. But in the beginning, such a passion is useful. 

Jim Robie, 10-15-15, Cycle B, Mark 10:35-45] 
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